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First of all, it’s a misuse of language to call smacking an ‘assault’.  A smack and an assault 

are completely different things.  If you’ve ever been assaulted you’ll know it’s not quite the 

same as a spank on the bum.  Violent criminals rarely meet out their ferocity with a tap on 

the bottom.  The use of the word assault is simply wrong but it gives politicians the 

opportunity to virtue signal (which they rarely like to miss) by saying that they are trying to 

protect children. 

 

Nothing could be further from the truth.  In fact, it’s smacking that enables parents to protect 

their children from each other.  Think of the child who slams the door after warnings not to 

and just misses his younger sister’s fingers.  A smack to that child protects both children 

because it never happens again.  The perpetrator learns not to do this again and the victim 

is protected.  Note that a smack is sufficient to do this.  A smack is an open handed slap to 

the bum or wrist ensuring no harm is done.  (An assault is a hand made into a fist aimed at 

parts of the body which could do harm such as the head).  The former is an act of love, 

protection and duty to both children and the latter is abuse and is already rightly against the 

law. 

 

I knew when the Named Person provision first came out that Scotland would no longer be a 

free country.  Now, thankfully, that seems to be dying a death but the smacking ban will 

also mean that we won’t live in a free country as children could easily be in authority over 

their parents.  For example, ‘If you make me do my homework, I’ll say you smacked me, 

then you’ll be in trouble’.  Welcome to Scotland. 

 

In short, please do not implement the smacking ban.  It is morally wrong, it will criminalise 

normal decent parents and will make Scotland a dreadful place for children to grow up and 

adults to live. 

 

 

  

 


